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Dear Sam and Joe, 9/1/88 

The enclosed follows a phone call from a researcher working on a Jack anderson 
TV special from whom I’ve heard from time to time* Anderson plugs the dead horse that 
u astro and/or the Mafia Hilled JFK* Nothing to it* She went into a number of things* 

One not referred to in my letter was a transcript of an FBI wiretap of some mafioai* 

I figure in it because I’d given some records to the lawyer for Carlos Marcello* But 
there are two Weisberg's mentioned in that tapped conversation* The ither is t e late 
Willie Weisberg, black sheep of a respectable Phila. family and a distant cousin* I do 
not recall ever seeing him* One of his brothers got to be the top man in * rank & Seder's 
Fiitsburgh branch and another, as * now recall, had a medical supply house in Wilmington 
some years after I left there, on I think Orange at 7 or 8* Wiooie got to be one of the 
top hoods in ^hila* 

What turned him to a life of crime is that his father's life taught him that 
nothing else paid* His father, Shimon, related as 1 now .do not recall to my father's 
father, hwd a furniture store on ^aankford Ave*, under the Alevated* As soon as his 
store did some businesshe was robbed and the robbers were never caught* 

We called ^himon uncle and he may have been a great-uncle or great-great uncle, 

1 noe don't recall* may have been only respect* Mezas H© and his wife Boptsie 
were usually at my grandfather' s for the seders and often on other occasions* Fine, 
bobs warm, affectionate people and Shimon always visibly happy, whatever was invisible* 

I wonder how many young people turned to crime for such reasons? In particular 
those who were first generation or those who were very young when they got here* 

As ^ now recall, despite being robber so often and thus being held back, Shimon 
was the jolliest adult 1 knew ehen I was very young* 

There are some elements of this with recent immigrants , particularly Cubans, 
Vietnamese and to my surprise, Chinese* The Bay if Figs remnants got to be big, real 
big, in narcotics, especially on the east coast, There were earlier with other peoples, 
like the 1 tali ana, *oles, Germans, etc* I guess that getting a new start with all the 
problems of a new country was always tough* For some, that is* I suppose with most 
peoples, a very small minority*. 

*est, 



